When a young lady has been elevated by popular vote to the proud position of belle of the town or district in which she lives, there are never wanting old friends who try to subdue the vanity she may naturally feel, by telling her that she is not half so pretty as her mother was, and cannot compare with her grandmother for loveliness. In a somewhat similar strain Dr. George Harley has been assuring us that we conceited moderns are very much inferior to our forefathers of the stone age. He admits that' we weigh more, are taller and stronger, and live longer than our remote ancestors ?this all the statistics of anthropology go to prove ; but as a set-off to these comforting assurances we are told that neolithic man surpassed his descendants in the power of recovering after bodily injury. This advantage, the desirability of which we cannot dispute, he owed to his inferior development of nervous system. The record. Madame Jenny Lind-Goldschmidt's death had been very widely and very deservedly lamented, and he could not help thinking it was a matter of honour to them that this institution should be so closely associated with the name of one who had set such a bright example, who had used the splendid gifts with which she was so richly endowed so unselfishly and for the good of others, and who had taken such a wide and general interest in works of charity, more especially in that particular form of charity with which that institution was associated. He at any rate felt quite sure that the Governors of that Institution would never cease to revere the memory of one who had shown such practical sympathy with the sick and suffering of the city and neighbourhood. but the contractors who sent in estimates for the work asked too much both of time and money for it for their proposals to be accepted. An officer of the union who had some knowledge of human nature volunteered to get the whitewashing done both quickly and cheaply. He ordered all out-door paupers to produce within a week a paper certifying that their houses had been whitewashed outside and in ; the materials for the work to be furnished by the union. In a day or two the two old soldiers entrusted with the distribution of lime, pails, and brushes complained that more of these were wanted than the numbers of paupers could account for. "
Keep your eyes shut," said the official, "and hand out the materials to any extent asked for." The inhabitants generally were borrowing whitewash and brushes from the paupers, with the result that within a week the village was thoroughly whitewashed at the cost to the ratepayers of only the materials, and to the satis faction of everyone interested in the matter. May the diplomatic official live for ever !
